COMBUSTIOH,

he supposes, of .very minute particles, which are con-
stantly at variance with the particles of combustibles,
and from their quarrels all the changes of things pro*
eeed. Fire consists in the rapid motion of these parti-
cles, heat in their less rapid motion. The sun is mere-
ly nitro-aerial particles moving with great rapidity*
They fill all space. Their motion becomes more languid -i
according to their distance from the sun; an-d when they
approach near the earth, they become pointed* and con-
stitute cold *.

3. The attention of chemical philosophers was soon Theory c$
drawn away from the theory of Hooke arid Mayow to    ta
one of a very different kind, first proposed by Beccher,
but new-modelled by his disciple  S-tahl with so much
skill, arranged in such an elegant systematic form, and
fiirnished with such numerous, appropriate, and convin-
cing illustrations,  that it almost instantly caught the
fancy, raised Stahl to the highest frank among philoso-
phers, and constituted him the founded of the1 Stahlian
theory of combustion.

According to Stahl, all combustible substances con-
tain in them a certain body, known by the name of
PHLOGISTON", to which they owe their combustibility.

* Though Mayow's theory was not original, and though his additions
to it be absurd, hjs tract itself displays great genius, and contains a vast
number of new views, which have been fully confirmed by the recent
discoveries in chemistry. He pointed out the cause of the increase of
weight in metals when calcined ; he ascertained the changes produced
upon air by respiration and combustion; and employed in his researches
an apparatus similar to the present pneumatic apparatus of chemists*
Perhaps the most curious part of the whole treatise is his fourteenth chap-
ter, in which he displays a much more accurate knowledge of affinities
than any of his contemporaries, or even successors for many years.